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BISHOP SERAPION

A STATEMENT FROM THE CLERGY SYNOD OF THE
DIOCESE OF LOS ANGELES AND HAWAII REGARDING THE
NON-CANONICAL ACTION OF CHOOSING THE PATRIARCH
FROM AMONG THE DIOCESAN BISHOPS

Under the auspices of His Grace Bishop Serapion, the bishop of the Diocese of Los Angeles,
Southern California, and Hawaii, we, the clergy, have researched and studied the canons pertaining
to the selection of the Patriarch from among the diocesan bishops or metropolitans. This occurred on
two consecutive clergy meetings, one on Thursday, May 3, followed by another on Tuesday, May 8,
2012, respectively, whereupon, after fervent prayers, research, and discussions, we came to the
following resolutions:

First — The Patriarch is the Archbishop of Alexandria.

By definition, the Patriarch is the bishop of Alexandria. Thus, all of the church canons pertaining to
the moving of a diocesan bishop to another are applicable to his enthronement.

Second — The Tradition and Canons of the Holy Church Forbid the Selection of the Patriarch

from among the Metropolitans and Diocesan Bishops.

Foremost among these Canons:
1. Canon XV of the (Ecumenical Council of Nicaea (c. 325 A.D.) provides,

On account of the great disturbance and discords that occur, it is decreed that the
custom prevailing in certain places contrary to the canon, must wholly be done
away; so that neither bisbo% elder, nor deacon shall pass {‘rom city to city. And if anyone,
after this decree of the holy and great Synod, shall attempt any such thing, or
continue in any such course, his proceedings shall be utterly void, and he shall be
restored to the Church for which he was ordained bishop or presbyter.

2. Canon XXI of the local council of Antioch (c. 341 A.D.) provides,

A bishop may not be translated from one parish to another, either intruding himself
of his own suggestion, or under compulsion by the people, or by constraint of the
bishops; but he shall remain in the Church to which he was allotted by God from
the beginning, and shall not be translated from it, according to the decree formerly
passed on the subject.
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3. The Greek version of Canon I of the local council of Sardica (c. 343 A.D.) provides,

Let no bishop be allowed to remove from a small city to a different one: as there is
an obvious reason for this fault, accounting for such attempts; since no bishop could
ever yet be found who endeavored to be translated from a larger city to a smaller
one. It is therefore evident that such persons are inflamed with excessive
covetousness and are only serving ambition in order to have the repute of possessing
greater authority.

4. Abba Khail (Michael), the 46t Pope and Patriarch of Alexandria declared,

Sword or fire or casting to lions or exile or captivity — these are things that trouble
me not; but I will not enter into what is not lawful, nor incur my own
excommunication, which I subscribed with my own hand and initiated, to the effect
that no bishop shall become patriarch...How then is it lawful for me to
excommunicate myself, and to declare lawful today what I anathematized yesterday,
and to approve today what I condemned yesterday, and the holy fathers condemned
before me?!

5. In the year 1865 A.D., the Holy Synod took the following decision:

We do not accept, nor do we permit the priests or the people of the See of St. Mark
to dissolve or transgress these fatherly limits. Everyone who requests this rank, from
the ordained bishops or metropolitans “of the Sees,” tried to seek it, has accepted it,
or if any one helpeg him to obtain it, priest, an archpriest, or a lay person, let him be
excommunicated.

6. Canon XIV of the Apostles provides,

A bishop ought not to leave his own parish and leap to another, although the
multitude should compel him, unless there be some good reason forcing him to do
this, as that he can contribute much greater profit to the people of the new parish by
the word of piety; but this is not to be settled by himself, but by the judgment of
many bishops, and very great supplication.

This Canon clearly stresses the invalidity of moving a metropolitan or diocesan bishop to another
diocese unless this transfer satisfies all the following four conditions:

1. It must not be upon his own initiative: “But this is not to be settled by himself”;

2. It must be for the greater benefit: “...that he can contribute much greater profit to the people
of the new parish by the word of piety”;

3. It must be decided by most of the bishops: “...but by the judgment of many bishops”; and

4. Tt must be with great pleading by the bishops: “...and [with] very great supplication.”

! Severus of Al'Ashmunein, History of the Patriarchs of the Coptic Church of Alexandria, Part 3: Agathon - Michael I (766
AD). Patrologia Orientalis 5, 3-215.



Thisd — The history of our Copiic Grthodox Church testifies to our steadfast commitment to
these Canons.

In recent history, becween the years 1928-1956, within a span of less than thisty years, an exception
was made to these Canons when three diocesan metropolitans were enthroned on the See of St.
Mark. Thus, among the previous one-hundred seventeen Patriarchs of greatly diversified
backgrounds, only three diocesan metropolitans were enthroned.

In light of the preceding concise study, we, the clergy, conclude:

1. All the Canons and the Tradition of the Church forbid the transfer of a metropolitan or a diocesan
bishop from his diocese to another. Consequently, it is a violation of the Canons to choose the
Patriarch from among the metropolitans or diocesan bishops.

2. Throughout its history, our Coptic Church has abided by Her Canons and Tradition. Moreover, as
we explained above, Her Holy Synod excommunicated the seekers of this position from the
diocesan bishops, or anyone who may assist them in this endeavor, in 1865. We recite the
supporting wording here: “Everyone who requests chis rank, from the ordained bishops or
metropolitans ‘of the Sees,” tried to seck it, or has accepted it, or if any one helped him ¢o obtain
it, priest, an archpriest, or a lay person, let him be excommunjcated.”

3. When the Church did not follow these Canons and Tradition, which She kept since Her
inception, we have learned from the failed outcome of these attempts, which is the wisdom of the
Church and Her canons in forbidding the choice of the Patriarch from among the metropolitans
and che diocesan bishops.

‘We pray for the peace of the Church and that the Lord may repose the sou) of our beloved father, the
thrice-blessed Pope Abba Shenouda I1I, with His saints, and to appoint for us a shepherd who will
attend to His people in purity and righteousness.
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His Grace Bishop Serap\ion Hegumen Reverend Father Felimon Mahrous

Bishop of the Coptic Orthodox Diocese of Los Secretary of the Clergy Synod of the Diocese
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In light of the preceding concise study, we, the
clergy, condude:

1. All the Canons and the Traditon of the church
forbid the transfer of a metropolitan or a
bishop from his diocese to another.
Consequently, it is a violadon of the Canons to
choose the Patriarch from among the diocesan
bishops.

2. Throughouc its history, our Coptc Church has
abided by Her Canons and Tradition.
Moreover, as we explained above, Her Holy
Synod excommunicated the seekers of this
posidon from the diocesan bishops, or anyone
who may assist them in this endeavor, in 1865.
We recite the supporting wording here:
“Everyone who requests this rank, from the
ordained bishops or metropolitans ‘of the Sees,
tried to seek it, or has accepred it, or if any one
helped him to obtain it, prest, an archpriest, or
a lay person, let him be excommunicated.”

3. When the Church did not follow these Canons
and Tradidon, which She kept since Her
incepton, we have learned from the failed
outcome of these attempts, which is the
wisdom of the Church and Her canons in
forbidding the choice of the Patriarch from
among the metopolitans and the bishops of
the dioceses.
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In light of the preceding concise study, we, the

clergy, condude:

1. All the Canons and the Tradition of the church
forbid the transfer of a metropolitan or a
bishop from his diocese to another.
Consequently; it is a violation of the Canons to
choose the Patriarch from among the diocesan
bishops.

2. Throughout its history, our Coptic Church has
abided by Her Canons and Tradition.
Moreover, as we explained above, Her Holy
Synod excommunicated the seekers of this
position from the diocesan bishops, or anyone
who may assist them in this endeavor, in 1865.
We recite the supporting wording here:
“Everyone who requests this rank, from the
ordained bishops or metropolitans ‘of the Sees,
tried to seek it, or has accepted it, or if any one
helped him ro obtain it, priest, an archpriest, or
a lay person, let him be excommunicated.”

3. When the Church did not follow these Canons
and Tradition, which She kept since Her
inception, we have learned from the failed
outcome of these attempts, which is the
wisdom of the Church and Her canons in
forbidding the choice of the Patriarch from
ameng the metropolitans and the bishops of
the dioceses.
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In light of the preceding concise study, we, the
dergy, conclude:

1. All the Canons and the Tradition of the church
forbid the transfer of a memopolitan or a
bishop from his diocese to another.
Consequently, it is a violadon of the Canons to
choose the Patriarch from among the diocesan
bishops.

2. Throughour its history, our Coptic Church has
abided by Her Canons and Tradition.
Moreover, as we explained above, Her Holy
Synod excommunicated the seckers of this
position from the diocesan bishops, or anyone
who may assist them in this endeavor, in 1865.
We recite the supporting wording here:
“Everyone who requests this rank, from the
ordained bishops or metropolitans ‘of the Sees,
tried ro seek it, or has accepted it, or if any one
helped him to obuin it, priest, an archpriest, or
a lay person, let him be excommunicated.”

3. When the Church did not follow these Canons
and Tradidon, which She kept since Her
inception, we have learned from the failed
outcome of these attempts, which is the
wisdom of the Church and Her canons in
forbidding the choice of the Patiarch from
ameng the metropolitans and the bishops of
the dioceses.
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In light of the preceding concise study, we, the
clergy, condude:

1. All the Canons and the Tradidon of the church
forbid the transfer of a metropolitan or a
bishop from his diocese to another.
Consequently, it is a violation of the Canons to
choose the Pauiarch from among the diocesan

bishops.

2. Throughout its history, our Coptic Church has
abided by Her Canons and Tradition.
Moreover, as we explained above, Her Holy
Synod excommunicated the seekers of this
position from the diocesan bishops, or anyone
who may assist them in this endeavor, in 1865.
We recite the supporting wording here:
“Everyone who requests this rank, from the
ordained bishops or memopolitans ‘of the Sees,
tried to seck it, or has accepted it, or if any one
helped him to obtain it, priest, an archpriest, or
a lay person, let him be excommunicated.”

. When the Church did not follow these Canons
and Tradidon, which She kept since Her
inception, we have learned from the failed
outcome of these attempts, which is the
wisdom of the Church and Her canons in
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forbidding the choice of the Patriarch from s
ameng the metropolitans and the bishops of
the dioceses.

= > - =y t " ' o
:i“f/ “P;-é‘} ) :)L‘, Cﬁ‘:/’-ﬁl’, il br"kﬁﬂ\ ——)‘ L.;:-‘-:J‘
) j Signature 353 Name o
. \ ‘ o
e Vv Lo | ppins? ;"3 o Rl el ol 5 )
e P 8 - ) 2 .
- Signature a3l Name pu¥!
— D A\ Vs i
N ’ y Signature aadgill Name pun!
- ‘l—n.v 2o \5\ ’ o~ = SO |
fr- AWYRA e U avpon be Jdames 20 liman
‘ Name au¥!
<7 el [
R =—

T N LW AR T
S Al s Name wo¥|




In light of the preceding concise study, we, the
clergy, condude:

1. All the Canons and the Tradition of the church
forbid the transfer of a mewopolitan or 2
bishop from his diocese to another.
Consequendy; it is a violation of the Canons to
choose the Patriarch from among the diocesan
bishops.

2. Throughout its history, our Coptic Church has
abided by Her Canons and Tradition.
Moreover, as we explained above, Her Holy
Synod excommunicated the seekers of this
position from the diocesan bishops, or anyone
who may assist them in this endeavor, in 1865.
We recite the supporting wording here:
“Everyone who requests this rank, from the

ordained bishops or metropolitans ‘of the Sees;

tried to seek it, or has accepted it, or if any one
helped him to obtain it, priest, an archpriest, or

a lay person, let him be excommunicated.”

3. When the Church did not follow these Canons
and Tradidon, which She kept since Her
inception, we have learned from the failed
outcome of these attempts, which is the
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ameng the metropolitans and the bishops of
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In light of the preceding concise §tudy, we, the

dergy, conclude:

1. All the Canons and the Traditon of the church

forbid the wransfer of a meuopolitan or a
bishop from his diocese rto another.
Consequenty, it is a violadon of the Canons to
choose the Patiarch from among the diocesan
bishops.

2. Throughout its history, our Coptic Church has
abided by Her Canons and Tradition.
Moreover, as we explained above, Her Holy
Synod excommunicated the seekers of this
position from the diocesan bishops, or anyone
who may assist them in this endeavor, in 1865.
We recite the supporting wording here:
“Bveryone who requests this rank, from the

ordained bishops or metropolitans ‘of the Sees,’
tried to seek it, or has accepted ir, or if any one
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helped him to obtain it, priest, an archpriest, or
a lay person, let him be excommunicated.”

3. When the Church did not follow these Canons
and Tradidon, which She kept since Her
inception, we have learned from the failed
outcome of these attempts, which is the
wisdom of the Church and Her canons in
forbidding the choice of the Patriarch from
among the metropolitans and the bishops of
the dioceses.
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In light of the preceding concise study, we, the

desgy, conclude:

1. All the Canons and the Tradition of the church
forbid the transfer of a metropolitan or a
bishop from his diocese to another.
Consequendy, it is a violation of the Canons o
choose the Patdarch from among the diocesan
bishops.

2. Throughour its history, our Coptic Church has
abided by Her Canons and Tradition.
Moreover, as we explained above, Her Holy
Synod excommunicated the seekers of this
position from the diocesan bishops, or anyone
who may assist them in this endeavor, in 1865.
We recite the supporting wording here:
“Everyone who requests this rank, from the
ordained bishops or metropolitans ‘of the Sees;
tried to seek it, or has accepted it, or if any one
helped him to obtain it, priest, an archpriest, or
a lay person, let him be excommunicated.”

3. When the Church did not follow these Canons
and Tradition, which She kept since Her
inception, we have learned from the failed
outcome of these attempts, which is the
wisdom of the Church and Her canons in
forbidding the choice of the Patriarch from
ameng the metropolitans and the bishops of
the dioceses.
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In light of the preceding concise study, we, the
dergy, condlude:

1. All the Canons and the Tradition of the church
forbid the transfer of a mewopolitan or a
bishop from his diocese to another.
Consequendy; it is a violation of the Canons to
choose the Patriarch from among the diocesan
bishops.

2. Throughout its history, our Coptic Church has
abld‘? by Her Canons and Tradition.
Moreover, as we explained above, Her Holy
Synod excommunicated the seckers of this
posidon from the diocesan bishops, or anyone
who may assist them in this endeavor, in 1865.
We recite the supporting wording here:

“Everyone who requests this rank, from the
ordained bishops or metropolitans ‘of che Sees,
tried to seek it, or has accepted it, or if any one
helped him to obrain it, priest, an archpnest, or
a lay person, let him be excommunicated.”

3. When the Church did not follow these Canons
and Tradidon, which She kept since Her
inception, we have Jearned from the failed
outcome of these attempts, which is the
wisdom of the Church and Her canons in
forbidding the choice of the Patdarch from
amoeng the metopolitans and the bishops of
the dioceses.

Signature 353!l

/ y=> M(ojAaat Gel r(?-'/(

(s oL (331555 wj&'ru mjm Lol )
oLt LY Tl o g s e L

Buo ode cbila LSid Y LA s 5 -Y
s Ly o ol sdgo al5a¥ T e Jughll a5
o sde Slaga a MAVY ale uuill ganll uinl
o 31 Sl 8oy Liles] o 5l 01 by
JS Il s Bl celld oo agia (51 seLua
G Ul e (S b 45) @JH‘,MJLJ&

L ooy ol Lewd s ol o S Glainf daslia¥ s
oty ol G LalS el oy galloy LG o8 4 (paew an ]
"Lag e (165 Lilale 5] TS

sia o s B0 oy ydiall A b Ly Lotieg - ¥
(graccreals die oSt Lgale cubaila (31 Luisgilall 5oe Ll
Teaal L]l TSI B8 By yn il o Galad
aisleuly dyllae (o o ekl liaad pie (o

Sl L]

R;I &‘C /4 /}
Namc{uuk'l

Ttnb f}ww(

Signature gaigs !
Z

f’ : Slgnature el

Name sz.uﬁ“

Name auw¥!

Y kﬁ (e flsy

%\f\ ’i\‘{h o7 hl\fv‘%ﬂ

_Sighature aa3sil!

*Jwﬁﬁn C%

/“\f’\,}(—(r—(}ﬂi

Yo
Wassr Of
T
Name ?_uAH

“\*\ L ,t’\" {
‘ ,‘.f e R
! Lot

P




In light of the preceding condise study, we, the
dlergy, conclude:

1. All the Canons and the Tradition of the church
forbid the transfer of a metropolitan or a
bishop from his diocese to another.
Consequently, it is a violation of the Canons to
choose the Patriarch from among the diocesan
bishops.

2. Throughout its history, our Coptc Church has
abided by Her Canons and Tradition.
Moreover, as we explained above, Her Holy
Synod excommunicated the seckers of this
position from the diocesan bishops, or anyone
who may assist them in this endeavor, in 1865.
We recite the supporting wording here:

“Everyone who requests this rank, from the
ordained bishops or metropolitans ‘of the Sees,
tried to seek it, or has acccptcd it, or if any one
helped him to obtain it, priest, an a:chpncst, or
a lay person, let him be cxcommumcated

3. When the Church did not follow these Canons
and Tradidon, which She kept since Her
inception, we have learned from the failed
outcome of these attempts, which is the
wisdom of the Church and Her canons in
forbidding the choice of the Patriarch from
among the metropolitans and the bishops of
the dioceses.
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In light of the preceding concise‘study, we, the
clergy, conclude:

1. All the Canons and che Tradition of the church
forbid the transfer of a metropolian or a
bishop from his diocese to another.
Consequently; it is a violation of the Canons to
choose the Patriarch from among the diocesan

bishops.

2. Throughout its history, our Coptic Church has
abided by Her Canons and Tradition.
Moreover, as we explained above, Her Haly
Synod excommunicated the seekers of this
position from the diocesan bishops, or anyone
who may assist them in this endeavor, in 1865.
We recite the supporting wording here:
“Bveryone who requests this rank, from the
ordained bishops or metropolitans ‘of the Sees,’
tried to seek it, or has accepted it or if any one
helped him to obtain it, priest, an archpriest, or
a lay person, let him be excommunicated.”

3. When the Chusch did not follow these Canons
and Tradition, which She kept since Her
inception, we have learned from the failed
outcome of these artempts, which is the
wisdom of the Church and Her canons in
forbidding the choice of the Patrarch from
among the metropolitans and the bishops of
the dioceses.
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In light of che preceding concise study, we, the
clergy, conclude:

1. All the Canons and the Tradition of the church
forbid the transfer of a metropolitan or a
bishop from his diocese to another.
Consequently, it is a violation of the Canons to
choose the Patriarch from among the diocesan

bishops.

2. Throughout its history, our Coptic Church has
abided by Her Canons and Tradition.
Moreaver, as we explained above, Her Holy
Synod excommunicated the seckers of this
position from the diocesan bishops, or anyone
who may assist them in this endeavor, in 1865.
We recite the supporting wording here:
“Everyone who requests this rank, from the
ordained bishops or metropolitans ‘of the Sees,
tried to seek it, or has accepted 1t, or if any one
helped him to obtain it, priest, an archpriest, or
a lay person, let him be excommunicated.”

3. When the Church did nor follow these Canons
and Tradition, which She kept since Her
inception, we have learned from the failed
ourcome of these attempts, which is the
wisdom of the Church and Her canons in
forbidding the choice of the Patriarch from
among the metropolitans and the bishops of
the dioceses.
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