
A STATEMENT FROM THE CLERGY SYNOD OF THE
DIOCESE OF LOS ANGELES AND HAWAII REGARDING THE

NON-CANONICAL ACTION OF CHOOSING THE PATRIARCH
FROM AMONG THE DIOCESAN BISHOPS 

Under the auspices of His Grace Bishop Serapion, the bishop of the Diocese of Los Angeles, 
Southern California, and Hawaii, we, the clergy, have researched and studied the canons pertaining 
to the selection of the Patriarch from among the diocesan bishops or metropolitans. "is occurred on 
two consecutive clergy meetings, one on "ursday, May 3, followed by another on Tuesday, May 8, 
2012, respectively, whereupon, after fervent prayers, research, and discussions, we came to the 
following resolutions:

First – !e Patriarch is the Archbishop of Alexandria.

By de#nition, the Patriarch is the bishop of Alexandria. "us, all of the church canons pertaining to 
the moving of a diocesan bishop to another are applicable to his enthronement. 

Second – !e Tradition and Canons of the Holy Church Forbid the Selection of the Patriarch 
from among the Metropolitans and Diocesan Bishops. 

Foremost among these Canons:

1. Canon XV of the Œcumenical Council of Nicaea  (c. 325 A.D.) provides,

On account of the great disturbance and discords that occur, it is decreed that the 
custom prevailing in certain places contrary to the canon, must wholly be done 
away; so that neither bishop, elder, nor deacon shall pass from city to city. And if anyone, 
after this decree of the holy and great Synod, shall attempt any such thing, or 
continue in any such course, his proceedings shall be utterly void, and he shall be 
restored to the Church for which he was ordained bishop or presbyter.

2. Canon XXI of the local council of Antioch (c. 341 A.D.) provides,

A bishop may not be translated from one parish to another, either intruding himself 
of his own suggestion, or under compulsion by the people, or by constraint of the 
bishops; but he shall remain in the Church to which he was allotted by God from 
the beginning, and shall not be translated from it, according to the decree formerly 
passed on the subject.



3. !e Greek version of Canon I of the local council of Sardica (c. 343 A.D.) provides,

Let no bishop be allowed to remove from a small city to a di"erent one: as there is 
an obvious reason for this fault, accounting for such attempts; since no bishop could 
ever yet be found who endeavored to be translated from a larger city to a smaller 
one. It is therefore evident that such persons are in#amed with excessive 
covetousness and are only serving ambition in order to have the repute of possessing 
greater authority.

4. Abba Khail (Michael), the 46th Pope and Patriarch of Alexandria declared,

Sword or $re or casting to lions or exile or captivity — these are things that trouble 
me not; but I will not enter into what is not lawful, nor incur my own 
excommunication, which I subscribed with my own hand and initiated, to the e"ect 
that no bishop shall become patriarch…How then is it lawful for me to 
excommunicate myself, and to declare lawful today what I anathematized yesterday, 
and to approve today what I condemned yesterday, and the holy fathers condemned 
before me?1

5. In the year 1865 A.D., the Holy Synod took the following decision:

We do not accept, nor do we permit the priests or the people of the See of St. Mark 
to dissolve or transgress these fatherly limits.  Everyone who requests this rank, from 
the ordained bishops or metropolitans “of the Sees,” tried to seek it, has accepted it, 
or if any one helped him to obtain it, priest, an archpriest, or a lay person, let him be 
excommunicated.

6. Canon XIV of the Apostles provides,

A bishop ought not to leave his own parish and leap to another, although the 
multitude should compel him, unless there be some good reason forcing him to do 
this, as that he can contribute much greater pro$t to the people of the new parish by 
the word of piety; but this is not to be settled by himself, but by the judgment of 
many bishops, and very great supplication.

!is Canon clearly stresses the invalidity of moving a metropolitan or diocesan bishop to another 
diocese unless this transfer satis$es all the following four conditions:

1. It must not be upon his own initiative: “But this is not to be settled by himself ”;

2. It must be for the greater bene$t: “...that he can contribute much greater pro$t to the people 
of the new parish by the word of piety”;

3. It must be decided by most of the bishops: “…but by the judgment of many bishops”; and 

4. It must be with great pleading by the bishops: “…and [with] very great supplication.”

1 Severus of Al'Ashmunein, History of the Patriarchs of the Coptic Church of Alexandria, Part 3: Agathon - Michael I (766 
AD). Patrologia Orientalis 5, 3-215.


























